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1. (U) Summary. On July 20, the President signed an Executive 
Order that (1) interprets for the purposes of U.S. law and the 
satisfaction of U.S. treaty obligations, the meaning and 
application of Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions , an 
article that requires humane treatment of detainees; and (2) 
provides clear rules for the application of Common Article 3 to 
the CIA's detention and interrogation program. The Order 
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complies fully with international law and creates a sound legal 
framework for the treatment of detainees by the CIA in the 
conflict with al Qaeda . The Order is available at 
www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/07/20070720-4 .html . If- 
asked points are in para. 5. Qs and As are in para. 6. End 
summary . 

2. (U) In 2006, the Supreme Court held that Common Article 3 of 
the Geneva Conventions, which requires humane treatment of 
detainees during armed conflict and prohibits specific acts of 
mistreatment, applies to the U.S. armed conflict with al Qaeda. 
Following that decision, Congress enacted the Military 
Commissions Act (MCA) , which interpreted and criminalized the 
most serious violations of Common Article 3 ; prohibited cruel , 
inhuman , and degrading treatment of detainees ; and invited the 
President to promulgate interpretations of other provisions of 
the Geneva Conventions , including Common Article 3 (see Ref ) . 
Certain terms in Common Article 3 , including its prohibition on 
"outrages upon personal dignity, in particular, humiliating and 
degrading treatment,'' which was not included in the MCA, have 
been considered vague. 

3. (U) When he signed the MCA into law in 2006, the President 
stated that he was confident that the MCA enabled a CIA 
detention and interrogation program to go forward, consistent 
with applicable law on humane treatment of detainees. In this 
Order, the President provides an authoritative interpretation of 
the provisions of Common Article 3 related to detention and 
interrogation and applies that interpretation to the CIA 
detention and interrogation program. In particular, the Order 
clarifies the meaning of "outrages upon personal dignity, in 
particular, humiliating and degrading treatment" by expressly 
forbidding "willful and outrageous acts of personal abuse done 
for the purpose of humiliating or degrading the individual in a 
manner so serious that any reasonable person, considering the 
circumstances , would deem the acts beyond the bounds of human 
decency," including sexual abuse and using detainees as human 
shields . This standard is drawn from decisions of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. 

4. (U) In addition to the prohibition on those "willful and 
outrageous acts of personal abuse" described above, this Order 
contains a list of provisions with which the CIA program must 
comply to be consistent with Common Article 3. This includes 
requirements that the detainees not be subject to torture; 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment; or any offense covered 
by the War Crimes Act. The Order forbids acts intended to 
denigrate the religion or religious practices of the detainee, 
and requires that the CIA provide detainees adequate food, 
water, shelter, necessary clothing, protection from extremes of 
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heat and cold, and medical care. The CIA is authorized to 
detain only those members or supporters of al Qaeda and 
associated organizations that the CIA Director concludes are 
likely to have information that could assist in detecting, 
mitigating, or preventing terrorist attacks or locating the 
senior leadership of al Qaeda. 

5. (U) Begin if -asked press points. 

-The President issued an Executive Order on July 20 in order to 
provide an authoritative interpretation under U.S. law of Common 
Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions as applied to certain 
detentions and interrogations. 

-Of most significance, the Order defines in more explicit detail 
some of the more vague terms of Common Article 3 , drawing on and 
complying with internationally-accepted standards for the 
treatment of detainees in war. These standards draw in part from 
decisions of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia . 

-Specifically, the Order defines 'outrages upon personal 
dignity" to mean a prohibition on 'willful and outrageous acts 
of personal abuse done for the purpose of humiliating or 
degrading the individual in a manner so serious that any 
reasonable person, considering the circumstances, would deem the 
acts beyond the bounds of human decency," including sexual abuse 
and using detainees as human shields. 

-It builds on previous standards of detainee treatment that 
already exist in U.S. law, including criminal statutes 
forbidding torture and various other acts of violence (such as 
murder, mutilation, serious bodily injury, and rape) , and the 
prohibition on cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment in the 
Military Commissions Act and the Detainee Treatment Act. 

-The Order specifically applies the interpretation of Common 
Article 3 to a CIA interrogation program for certain captured al 
Qaeda terrorists who have information on attack plans or the 
whereabouts of the group ; s senior leaders . 

-The Order contains a list of specific requirements for the 
conduct of the CIA's program. For example: 

-The program must comply with the prohibition on cruel , 
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment in the Detainee 
Treatment Act; 

-The Order forbids act intended to denigrate detainee's 
religion or religious practices; 
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-Detainees must receive adequate food, water, shelter, 
necessary clothing, protection from extremes of heat and cold, 
and medical care ; 

-Interrogation techniques must be deemed safe for each 
detainee with whom they are used; and 

-The CIA Director must issue policies to ensure that the 
program operates safely, professionally, and in accordance with 
the Order and U.S. law. 

End if -asked press points . 

6. (U) Begin questions and answers. 

-Q: Does the Order apply only to the CIA, or to 
all agencies? 

-A: The Order interprets Common Article 3 and 
applies that interpretation to the CIA program. 
The Department of Defense already has policies in 
place to require that its personnel comply with 
Common Article 3 . 

-Q: Does the Order prohibit waterboarding, sleep 
deprivation, and hypothermia? 

-A: The Order requires protection of detainees 
from extremes of heat or cold. It does not 
enumerate any specific prohibited or authorized 
practices. All interrogation practices must be in 
compliance with the terms of the Executive Order. 

-Q: Has the CIA program changed at all since it 
began to operate several years ago? 

-A: The legal landscape has changed in significant 
ways since 2001. The Supreme Court's decision in 
Hamdan v. Rumsfeld led to the application of 
Common Article 3 to the conflict with al Qaeda. 
And in the MCA, Congress made other significant 
changes to the law that are reflected in this 
Order. The CIA program must comply with this 
Order . 

-Q: Why did the President issue this Order now? 

-A: The President issued the Order to provide 
clear direction on the interpretation and 
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application of Common Article 3 under U.S. law, to 
ensure that the United States upholds its own laws 
as well as its treaty obligations in its treatment 
of detainees . The MCA expressly authorized the 
President to take this step. It has taken some 
time since the MCA became law to come to a 
conclusion about how best to achieve this 
objective. The President made clear last 
September that a CIA program for questioning 
terrorists would continue to be crucial to 
obtaining life-saving information. 

End questions and answers . 

7. (U) Minimize considered. 
RICE 
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